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Specimen - 


DECLARATION 


AGAINST 


DEBAUCHERY, 


Tendered to the 
CONSIDERATION 
Of His HIGHNESS the 


Prince „ Orange, 
| And of the b 
Preſent Convention of the Nation. 


T is certain aud apparent, that the Religion of the Papiſts 
] gives great Encouragement to Vice and Debauchery, 
and more eſpecially by their abyſe and Corruption of the true 
and Antient Chriſtian Diſcipline, and the facility bf _— 
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Abſolutions and Indulgences — — them; and it hath been 
long believed, and not without reaſon, that one of the ſecret 
Policies of their Myſtery of Iniquity, whereby they have en- 
deavoured for many years paſt to impoſe their Religion again 
upon theſe Nations, hath been firſt to introduce a torrent of 
Debauchery and Neglect, or even Contempt of all Religion, 
thereby the better to diſpoſe the People for the readmiſſion of 
theirs. * | % 


If this be ſo, it might reaſonably be expelted that the ver) 
Indignation, which the greateſt part of theſe Nations have 
juſtly conceived againſt Popery, ſhould prevail to the alter 
extirpation of ſo groſs Effetts of it, and of thoſe Abuſes, 
whereby the Foy Agents, aſter the example of Balaam, 
have ſo perniciouſly impoſed upon them. 0 


And were it not ſo, yet Reaſon and the very Profeſſion, 
which theſe Nations generally make of Civility and Reli- . - 
gion, ought no leſs to prevail with all who have any ſenſe of 
either; For nothing can_be. more irrational, abfurd, \utmanly 
and baſe, than for men to make profeſſion of Civility, and in 
their behaviour expreſs ſo much toward mortal men, their Su- 
periours, or even but their equals, and yet be rude toward the 
moſt Excellent and Tranſcendent Majeſty of all, by proſani 
his moſt Sacred Name; to profeſs tbemſelves Chriſtrans, 122 
yet by their Word and Actions to contratict their Profeſſion, 
and ſo 1 either the Hypocriſy thereof in profeſſing 
to believe what in Truth they do not, or their Puſillanimity 
in acting contrary thereunto in a baſe Compliance with vicious 
"Perſons or Cuſtoms. 


But befides, theſe are things ſo abominable and diſpleaſing 
to the Sacred Majeſty of God, and ſo, inconſiſtant with fin- 
cere Chriſtjamity, that having been ſo far ſpread,and with ſo un- 
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chriſlian Connivance, theſe whole Nations had juſt reaſon to 
fear from the juſt Judgments of God à moſt ſevere Scourge to 
purge them out, rather than to hope from his Mercy fo great 
a erance from the Inſtruments of his Vengeance, and 
from that Rod whieth bath ſo long appeared ſo terrible over them. 


| | ** 

Wherefore fince it hath pleaſed God in great Mercy, and by 
his Special Providence to bleſs our Undertakings with ſo Ex- 
traordinary ſucceſs againſt the © InfFruments-of Slavery,  Popery 
and Debauchery,we hold our felf obliged as well-in Duty and Gra- 
titude to God, as in providence for the good of theſe Nations, 
and for the more effetlual removal of all advantages from ſuch 
evil Inſtruments, to DECLARE that as we have taten Arms, 
rather againſt the Errors, Abuſes, and evil Defigns, than 
Perſons of the Papiſts, (to whom we ſhall be alrays ready to 
fhew all Chriſtian Clemency that their good and Chriſtian be. 
haviour ſhall deſerve ) ſo we are reſolved that while we pro- 
tect the Perſons, Religion, Rights and Liberties of the Pro- 
teſtants, we will not in the leaſt connive at or tolerate-therr-- 
Vices or Debauchery, but proſecute the ſame as far as in us ly- 
eth, with all Indignation and Severity of condign Puniſhment 
of all we ſhall find guilty. thereof. 


And to that end, at me do expect from al Civil Magiſtrates, 
that they do faithfully. and impartially diſcharge their Duty 
to God and their C ountry , in the due execution of all. Laws 
already in force againſt Swearinf, Profane or obſcane Speeches 
and Diſcourſes, Drunkenneſs, and all_atber. Dchauchery aud 
hope that the next Parliament will make ſuch further proviſion 
of ſevere Penalties, as ſhall be neceſſary in that reſpett, ſo in 
the mean time we do ſtrictly Require and Command all 
Officers and Souldiers in our Army or Service, that they do 
inſtantly, upon the Publication of this our Declaration, reform- 
their Manners accordingly; and that all Colonels and Captains 
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do cauſe this our Declaration. to be openly Read. in the hearing. 


of their reſpeflive Regiments, Troops and Chee, and that 
2 15 and a other Offcers, da execute 2 
line und Correction upon all Souldiers, whe ſhall be found te 
offend againſt the ſame. But to all others, - whether they came 
in with us, or have E. come iu to our Service, ( for in that 
reſpect we ſhall make no difference, ) who ſhall. behave them- 
ſelves ſoberly, virtuouſly, and as becowes Men and Chriſtian 
Soutdrers, we ſhall give all the Encouragement of gaod Employ- 
ment, dae Pay, and all neceſſary Accommodations, that" can 
in reaſon be expected or deſired. 
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